
2011 PARISH NEWS STORIES (Photos not included) 
 
 
25.11.11 American Thanksgiving Supper 
Eighty-four residents and guests sat down to our Thanksgiving Supper in the Village Hall 
yesterday evening, 25th November, in aid of the Village Hall funds and PAWS-GIST, 
which hopes to help improve treatment and find a cure for rare GIST cancers in young 
people. If you were there, you know how good it was; if you weren’t, you missed a great 
event. 
Guests found the hall and stage decked out in an American theme in their usual brilliant 
style by Jayne and Kim Bressington.  Everyone had a complimentary Cosmopolitan 
cocktail (devised after much testing by the Organising Committee) before the meal which 
included delicious home cooked turkey with cranberry sauce, accompanied by traditional 
American style vegetables, plus a range of home made delicious puddings. 
After the meal, promises were auctioned from the Promises Tree before the main auction 
items were sold. 
About £3200 was raised on the night.  Many people were involved in this most successful 
event.  They don’t always get the praise they deserve, so here they are.  Praise and thanks 
to: 
The Organising Committee:   Pam Golton, Kerry Sawyer, Maria Card, Jayne Bressington, 
                                                Caroline Orzabal and Joanna Walsh 
Chef:                             Nick White 
Kitchen staff:                   Pat Churchman, Sally Brown, Kerry Sawyer, Jo White,  
                                                Maria Card, Lauren Card and Casey Sharp 
Master of Ceremonies:   Nick Brown 
Eighties Clothes:          Caroline Orzabal 
Auctioneer:                   Nick Sweet 
Hall and stage set:        Jayne & Kim Bressington 
Reception:                    Bruce Gawler 
Cocktails:                     Alex Golton 
Front of House “Bunny Girls”:Pam Golton, Julia Jones and Joanna Walsh 
Auction Items  
Item    Donor 
Writing desk in black walnut Andy Butterly 
Christmas pudding for two Julia Jones 
Bread board 
Cheese board 
2 x wooden tea light holders Steve  McIlveen, Contemporary Designs in Wood 
3 x 1 litre tubs of ice cream Marshfield Ice Cream 
Breakfast for two  Folly Farm Teashop 
Behind the scenes tour for 2 National Trust 
Coffee and cakes for two Old Dairy Farm Shop 
Pilates one-to-one session Sue Webb 
£20 voucher   The Bull at Hinton 
Sunday lunch for two  The Crown 
Cream tea for two  Tolldown Tea Shop 



Riverside ham   Julia Jones 
One facial and one manicure voucher Pam Golton 
Promises  
Item    Donor 
Car valet   Greme Riddock 
Historic walk around Dyrham Neil Stacy 
Transport for 2 people for  
a night out in Bath or Bristol Ed Walsh 
Transport for a Christmas  
shopping trip   Alex Golton 
Half a day’s work in your  
garden    Nic Hayward & Mike Edmonds 
Brownies made to order Georgie Howes 
Mince pies to order  Kerry Sawyer 
Christmas cake to order Kerry Sawyer 
Dinner for four  Joanna & Ed Walsh 
A delicious cake  Bruce Gawler 
Professional carpet clean Mike Edmonds 
Professional upholstery clean Mike Edmonds 
Photos:  Thanksgiving Supper 
 
25.11.11 Dyrham Telephone Box:  Dyrham couple’s generous offer   
The Dyrham telephone box is one of our parish’s listed buildings.  Recently, the PC has 
taken it over and, with the generous assistance of wood craftsmen in The School House 
Workshop, equipped the interior as an information centre.  When Mr & Mrs Worrall of 
Barn Cottage found that an installed board blocked their view when driving out their car, 
they discussed the problem with the PC and generously offered to re-paint the whole box 
if the PC removed the board, which it did. Watch out for a smarter box in 2012. 
 
25.11.11 Wanted: a Parish Councillor for Dyrham.   
The Parish Council has previously appealed for a resident of Dyrham to join the PC as a 
councillor, as all four councillors at present are from Hinton.  If you are interested, please 
contact the Clerk, Christine Howard, tel: 01454 882151  Mobile: 0797637273.  E mail: 
dyrhamandhinton@googlemail.com 
Otherwise there will be no one to represent the views of the Dyrhamites. 
 
20.11.11     Dyrham Boy Awarded Gold DoE Award.  
Edward Smart was awarded a Gold Duke of Edinburgh's Award in the presence of the 
Duke of Edinburgh at St James's Palace on 11 October.The certificates were presented by 
David Hempleman-Adams. The ceremony ran like clockwork and culminated in a tour of 
the Palace. The Award was the result of a lot of hard work - an expedition, a residential, 
skill, exercise and voluntary work, achieved with the Air Cadets. If you would like to find 
out more about this Award and the many other activities run by the Local Air Cadet 
Squadron 2152DF, please contact Flight Sergeant (ATC) T Watson on 0117 9693124.. 
 
20.11.11     British Legion Poppy Appeal 



2011 Collections for the Royal British Legion came to £226.39 in Dyrham and 
Doynton Country Market and £123.41 in Hinton. Thanks to all from the organisers. 
 
17.11.11 e-Petition on Metal Thefts  
Please help to reduce the growing epidemic of metal thefts from churches, War 
memorials, railways and other infrastructures vital to safety such as Coastguards, RNLI 
and our transport network by signing an e-petition with a view to triggering a 
parliamentary debate on the subject and an outcome such as a cashless business model for 
scrap metal trading. 
You can sign the petition here: click petition  
Meanwhile, residents of Dyrham & Hinton should keep an eye open for any suspicious 
activity locally and inform the Police. 
 
16.11.11 Oil Leak in Hinton   
The Environment Agency, together with Bristol Water and the Highway Maintenance 
Dept of South Glos Council, has been investigating an oil leak in the Grove Road area of 
Hinton for the last few weeks.   
Fortunately, the oil leak was contained by special absorbent sheets 
and bags before it could reach the main Boyd River 500m away. The source of the leak is 
thought to have been a leaking oil tank.  
Ben Stokes, local councillor, says this incident is a strong warning to members of the 
public to check their oil tanks for leaks or they might be faced with the bill of the clean-
up operation. 
Meanwhile the Environment Agency still hasn’t located the source of the Sands Hill oil 
leak in Dyrham. 
 
17.10.11 Hinton Grange employees sue.  
Three aggrieved Hinton Grange ex-employees took their employer, Derek J. Smith, to an 
Industrial Tribunal in Bristol last week.  Neither Smith, who recently pleaded guilty to a 
$6.2 part in a $52 million fraud in a US Court (link), nor his legal representative were 
present. The employees were awarded the full amount they claimed for loss of wages, 
holiday pay, redundancy and breach of contract.  This leaves open the door for several 
other aggrieved ex-employees to bring similar actions.  Smith now needs to pay up if he 
can, or they will be compensated under Redundancy procedures and the government will 
then recover the sum from Smith.  Currently, Smith may have “gone to ground” but most 
likely he is still in the US awaiting sentencing. One claimant said he was “over the 
moon” at the verdict especially as he had incurred no costs, even for getting to Court - he 
had used his bus pass!   
 
13.10.11 Bridleway Scramblers Questioned  
Hinton cyclist, John Savage, was on his mountain bike, Sunday 9th Oct, on the Ring o 
Bells Farm - Westerleigh bridleway, when he saw three scrambler-type motorbikes racing 
at high speed.  They seemed to be a danger to themselves (one had no helmet) and to 
others using the track, especially horse riders. 
John says he often comes across off-road ‘bikers, but most are law-abiding and safe, and, 
although he realises we all have to share these precious facilities, he thought these lads 



were being reckless enough to deserve reporting to the Police, which he did at 2.30 pm, 
not expecting anything to happen. However, around 4 pm, his wife and daughters were 
travelling past Ring o Bells Farm when they saw some ‘bikers being questioned by the 
Police.  John would like to say “Well done Police!  It shows they do respond to reports of 
potential crimes and dangerous activity”. 
Also well done to South Glos Council as, also on the same bridleway at the end of 
September, John reported a tree had been blown down completely blocking the track.  It 
was quickly removed by their Public Rights of Way team. 
 
11.10.11 Harvest Supper Enjoyed  
We started off with the vicar blessing the bread in the traditional way. Roland Amos had 
donated an enormous loaf baked in the loaves and fishes design which was shared among 
everyone.  Lots of the villagers donated produce from their gardens to be used in the 
menu which was cottage pie, ratatouille, chicken casserole and beef in red wine, followed 
by blackberry and apple pie, pears in ginger wine, autumn fruit crumble and trifle.  Sales 
of homemade chutneys and jams raised 80 pounds.  The amount raised in total was 500 
pounds which has been split equally between the church and the village hall restoration 
fund. (Kerry Sawyer) 
Photos:   Harvest Supper 2011 
 
03.10.11  Triptych Restored  
The triptych which used to be in St Peter’s church has been restored and can now be seen 
in the Great Hall of Dyrham Park perhaps to the end of the season. It features the Nativity, 
the Adoration and the Flight into Egypt. Jan van Doornik, a Flemish artist painted it in 
about 1530, and Wm Blathwayt acquired it in 1710.  The NT is deciding how to exhibit it 
long term.  
Photo: Triptych 
 
02.10.11   Hinton Hill Cycle Climb  
HINTON HILL USED AS A RACE TRACK! From D&H CWS’s Cycling 
Correspondent, Steve Huband 
 The resurfaced Hinton Hill was the venue for the Severn Road Club’s Annual Hill Climb 
event on Saturday 1st October. Cyclists young and old from around the region gathered 
on Hinton Common to prepare for the gruelling race against the clock to see who was the 
fastest on two wheels to go from the start at The Bull’s car park to the top of Hinton Hill. 
It was a glorious day, with still conditions and probably the hottest event that Paul Evans 
had encountered in the 27 years that he had been organising this race. Nearly 40 
competitors took part, with the youngest age group being 12 to 15 yr olds to the veterans 
in their mid 50s. 
Fastest time of the day was R Gough with a time of 1 min 47.8 seconds !! His nearest 
rival G Griffiths, was 10 seconds behind. The fastest veteran N Blessitt, at 53 yrs young 
did it in an extremely respectable 2 mins 08.9 secs. Of the Juniors, 15 yr old Edward 
Foster made the climb in 3 mins 06.2 secs, with the fastest lady of the day being 
Alexandra Sheehan at 14yrs young completing in 3 mins, 21.6 secs. 
For all of those villagers that have walked up the hill, you will know what a pull it is, but 
not having been on the hill when the race was in progress, I was surprised at the speed 



some of the competitors, so much so, that I edited out quite a few blurred and back wheel 
shots! 
It was a very good atmosphere, with the competitors being urged on by the spectators and 
cow-bells ringing them on their way up the hill, and nice to see that Hinton has a facility 
so well suited for this type of event. Also to note, the youngsters that took top honours, 
were from the Bristol Cycling Development Squad, so can we hope that a future top 
British cyclist 'cut their teeth' on Hinton Hill?? 
There were refreshments for all, supplied by Sainsburys with donations in lieu of 
payment going to Prostate Cancer Research, on the Common at the end of the event, 
whilst everyone waited for the results.  Next year’s event is already on the calendar 
for the first weekend in October. Put it in your diaries and join in the cheering on the 
'Hill'           
Photos: 2011 10 02 DP Hill Climb 2 
 
17.09.11   Hinton Grange Owner Pleads Guilty in US  
Derek J. Smith and another British conspirator in a giant US -UK $52 million Ponzi 
scheme pleaded guilty in Missouri on 16 September. He agreed to forfeit to the 
government any property obtained through the conspiracy, including a money judgment 
of $52.5 million. Under federal statutes, he may be subject to a sentence of up to five 
years in federal prison without parole, plus a fine up to $250,000. A sentencing hearing 
will be scheduled after the completion of a pre-sentence investigation by the United 
States Probation Office.  Link 
http://www.fbi.gov/stlouis/press-releases/2011/kansas-attorney-british-real-estate-
speculator-plead-guilty-to-52-million-ponzi-scheme 
 
22.09.11   Bags for Cardboard Collection  
Dyrham residents. If you want a new bag issued by SGC for cardboard collection, please 
contact Andrew Hedges on 9372928 soon as he only has a limited supply. (arrangements 
for Hinton not known to WebEd). 
 
20.09.11     New Non-Emergency Number for Police  
Avon & Somerset Police today launched a new telephone number for non-emergency 
contacts.  In future, call “101” if you want to contact them for any reason that does not 
justify “999”. 
 
19.09.11   Hinton Grange Searched  
A Police Underwater Search Team was seen at Hinton Grange Hotel this 
morning.  Previously, a road had been closed while Police searched with dogs after two 
men had been found acting suspiciously near Hinton Grange.  
 
02.08.11   Dyrham Oil Leak Puzzle  
Residents living at the top of Lower Street have for some months noticed a smell of oil in 
the water that drains off the Sands Hill area.  The Environment Agency has investigated, 
but so far has not found its origin. The leak stopped in June but has now returned, so the 
EA will investigate further.  Residents who use oil can help by checking under their tanks 
from time to time and, if they are away for several days in Summer and can turn the 



boiler etc off, they can see if the level in the tank drops.  If it does, it might suggest a pipe 
line leak. 
 
21.07.11  Talbot Turbine: re-application  
Distributed Generation Company has resubmitted its application to the SG Planning 
Committee: PK11/0194/F.  Some of the documents are different: link.  See Distgen’s 
website about the TT: link.  http://developments.southglos.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=LFDP32OK7T000 
Read Distgen’s account of our Parish Hall meeting: link !! 
http://distgen.co.uk/projects/talbot-farm/ 
 - hardly a valid survey - at least two present were strongly against the proposal.  D&H 
Website could be a good way of gauging public approval if everyone linked 
in ....  WebEd has restored the Parish Forum on it.  Bust your myths about wind power - 
according to Distgen: link, 
http://distgen.co.uk/turbines/top-10-wind-energy-myths-busted/ 
but see Distgen’s views busted by D&H’s own Energy correspondent: link 
See Talbot turbine story.doc 
 
25.06.11 2011 Revel  
2011 Revel - Revel Croquet Evening Report 
A Croquet and Barbecue Evening was held in Dyrham Park on Friday 17th June with the 
support of the National Trust to celebrate its fiftieth year at Dyrham Park. 
Bad weather was expected and indeed the sun did not shine on the 60 or so persons who 
attended he event.  Indeed rain was the order of the evening putting an end to the 
possibility of croquet on the West Lawn or of an open air barbecue. 
Instead, the party was relocated into the Orangery.  The Dixiland Jazz Band entertained 
residents of Dyrham and Hinton.  The National Trust provided the barbeque and the first 
drink.  
The evening went very well considering the weather. A raffle which was held was well 
supported.  A sum of £165 was raised for the Revel funds. 
Photos: 2011 Croquet Evening in Archive 
2011 Revel Supper 
Seventy-four residents and their friends gathered at the Village Hall for the 2011 Revel 
Supper last night. The theme was Spanish.  They enjoyed a wonderful three course meal 
and joined in the fun events to raise money for St Peter’s Church and the Village 
Hall.  There was also a special competition to raise money for the Stroke Association on 
behalf of Peter Banwell who is currently unwell.  His presence at the Revel supper was 
missed by all.  Our wishes for a speedy recovery were offered to his wife, Anne, who was 
present. 
Kerry Sawyer master-minded the event from selling tickets to supervising the meal. 
Jayne and Kim Bressington again transformed the hall, this time whisking us from 
Dyrham deep into Spain.  Nick White and his team, including Kerry, Pat Churchman, 
Maria Card, Jo White, Fawn Say, Casey and Lilly worked so hard to produce one of the 
best meals we have had in the Village Hall.  We started with a plate of tapas, enough for 
a meal in itself, followed by a choice of chicken, meat balls or bean hotpot, all with a 
Spanish flavour and ended with a choice of at least 6 puddings. 



Nick Brown was our master of ceremonies.  He got us to name places in Spain on the 
grid-referenced map on the stage – the winner got 8 out of 10; raised money auctioning 
several desirable objects and a candle light meal for two; and finally we could buy a flag 
of a country and people were eliminated by continent, features on the flags etc until only 
one contestant was left – the winner (from Australia). 
A total of £635 was raised for Revel funds. 
Click here to see the photos of the event. 
Photos: 2011 Revel Supper in Archive 
2011 Revel:  Revel Report 
Over 200 people attended the 2011 Revel held this year in the grounds of Wynter House, 
open yet again through the generosity of Elizabeth and Stephen Woolley. 
Luckily, the rain kept away - just, but the overcast sky did not dampen the enthusiasm of 
visitors, organisers and helpers, who all contributed to another enjoyable and successful 
Dyrham and Hinton Parish Revel. 
This was truly a community event with so many residents turning out to attend the event 
or to help on the day as well as in the preceding months of planning under the direction of 
Julian Goddard. 
All the old favourites were there.  To name but a few: wonderful cakes and teas provided 
by the WI; Bat the Rat; Sponge the Gorilla; Coconut Shy; Football Challenge; Pony 
Rides; Bottle Stall; Crockery Alley; Skittles; as well as other refreshments - strawberries 
and cream, Pimms (donated by the Woolleys) and barbecue.  If you weren’t there, you 
should be regretting it by now!  There were some relatively new ones as well - the 
Alpacas from Acer Alpacas were a big hit; and a much appreciated Reflexology station - 
patients were seen floating up the hill afterwards. 
Edi was Julian’s right-hand man in the control centre from where he sent out volunteers 
and scouts to the various stalls and ran the announcements and prize givings.  Many 
thanks to all the Tohill Scouts and the Marshfield Vulcan Scouts whose help was 
invaluable in all areas.   
The Revel drew to a close at 4.30 when the visitors left contentedly and the helpers 
looked forward to a well-earned rest and possibly some stronger refreshment later on. 
A total of £1897 was raised for Revel funds from this event.  The final sum raised from 
all three events was £2697 approximately.  
Click here to see photos of the event. 
Photos 2011 Revel in Archive 
 
06.06.11 Dyrham Open Gardens a great success  
Six gardens in Dyrham and the garden of Dyrham Park (NT) were opened to the public 
on Saturday & Sunday 4th & 5th June in aid of the National Garden Scheme charities and 
other charities.  For full story and pics, click here 
After months of painstaking work, “DYNGS” (Dyrham National Garden Schemers), 
opened their gardens to the public last Saturday and Sunday, 4th & 5th June.  
The gardens on show were at:  
Baytree Cottage (Nic Hayward); Dyrham Park Garden (NT) (Dale Dennehy and his NT 
staff and volunteers who gave their services for the event), Hinds Cottage (Joanna & 
Edward Walsh), Long View House (Bryony & Roy Smedley), The Cottage (Kate & 



David Lockey), The Garden House (Penny & Stephen Ross), Wynter House (Elizabeth 
& Stephen Woolley). 
The sun shone, every garden was neat and tidy and not a weed was in sight.  Visitors 
arrived in the NT car park and in the temporary car park in Dyrham from where most 
walked over the field to Wynter House and from there on to see the other gardens via 
Dyrham Park.  Teas at two points on the way. 
From the “DYNGS’s” point of view, they had a wonderful time showing off their 
gardens and getting so much praise from the visitors.  Rarely had they been for so long in 
their gardens without holding a gardening implement or getting down on their hands and 
knees!  In their turn, the visitors saw some wonderful gardens not seen by the public 
before and got a different and more favourable view of Dyrham. Many remarked on how 
friendly everyone was. 
Meanwhile cream teas were being served at South Barn, courtesy of Rosemary & Bruce 
Gawler, helped by members of the WI, including Pat Churchman and family, Kerry 
Sawyer, Pam Golton, Julia Jones, Maureen Anstey, Hilary Tolputt, Karen Highway and 
Maria Card.  Heroic work was done from an hour before official opening time until 6 
pm.  Proceeds amounted to over £900 and went to our local charity, PAWS-GIST. Many 
residents in Dyrham and Hinton made the hundreds of scones for the teas, in particular 
Bruce Gawler. 
All-in-all, it was a brilliantly successful weekend, raising £4155 for NGS charities and 
£1500 for other charities, £5655 in total and building stronger links within our 
community.   
Photos:  2011 NGS in Archive 
 
30.04.11 Royal Wedding Celebratory Tea 
Over a hundred residents attended the Celebratory Tea in the Village Hall hosted by the 
Parish Council.  Everyone enjoyed a welcome Pimms and an excellent tea. Many 
residents contributed to the event - Kerry masterminded it, Jayne and Kim decorated the 
Hall and Pat worked tirelessly to ensure everything went well.  There was a Royal Quiz, a 
match the halves of residents’ wedding photos competition and crowning of the Village 
Princess. 

Photos: Royal Wedding Tea in Archive 

 


