
PARISH NEWS STORIES FROM 2013 
 
25.01.13 Jubilee Wood Donor    The Woodland Trust provided the Parish with all 
the trees for Jubilee Wood - planted a few months ago. Just revealed is that three 
companies provided the trees for The Woodland Trust and our kind benefactor was 
IKEA.   
25.01.13 D&H Street Light Plan During 2013, SG Council will be extending 
its ‘part-night’ lighting scheme throughout South Gloucestershire, continuing an 
ongoing programme that has already seen approximately one-fifth of their 
street lights successfully converted to part-night operation. During March 2013, 
streetlights in Dyrham and Hinton are programmed to be converted to operate 
on a part night basis. Comments invited.   
29.01.13 Decanter Sale A cut glass decanter kindly donated for the benefit 
of the Village Hall and St Peter’s by an anonymous donor was sold at auction 
recently and raised £150. 
29.01.13   Police Helicopter over Hinton   The Police helicopter was in action 
over Hinton on Friday 25th January at about 1 am pursuing a vehicle. Details 
aren’t supplied. 
07.02.13 New D&H Coffee Morning  A message from the Organisers: You 
are invited to join us for the Hinton and Dyrham Coffee Morning Every Friday 
10am-11am @ The Old Dairy Farm Shop and Café, starting on Friday 1 
February 2013. 
We want to turn this into a weekly opportunity to enjoy village life and our 
community. If you want to join us and/or require transport, please call 
Sascha Stokes on 9374617 or 07717 471887 Photo 
23.02.13 Sands Hill Lake Update    Streetcare has dug two extra soak-aways 
to supplement the one proper drain. Hopefully, this will do the trick. Photos of 
the original problem. 
27.02.13 Pucklechurch Post Office to Move   Our local Post Office, 
currently situated in Westerleigh Road, Pucklechurch, is to move on 8th March 
to Mike Walker’s “News Shop” on the Shortwood Road opposite the Fleur de 
Lis(sic). 
27.02.13 Source of Dyrham “Nile” Found Intrepid explorer, Andy Hedges, 
has discovered the source of the water flowing down Lower Street. On a recent 
trip up Poplar Lane, he found a new spring. NT’s Dale Dennehy said he would 
have this fixed.  
09.03.13   D&H WI’s Litter Pick   On Wednesday 6th and Saturday 8th March, 
the WI organised a Litter Pick. As well as WI members, who made up the 
majority, several MEN also lent a hand. Dyrham Park (NT) provided a squad to 
pick up along Sands Hill. Several road signs were also cleaned (mainly 
Dyrham). Afterwards, participants retired to the Village Hall for bacon 
sandwiches and other refreshments. Photos  
12.03.13 Funding for VH Improvements The Village Hall has been awarded 
£1200 towards internal decorations and a further £2500, a Homes Bonus 
Grant (shared compensation for new houses) towards external frontage 
alterations. 



27.03.13 Police Helicopter over Dyrham A Police helicopter was over 
Dyrham early this morning searching for a theft suspect. 
27.03.13 Superfast Broadband for D&H? Still probably a dream but find out 
more and register your interest by clicking here.  
08.04.13 Dyrham: ?Thief About Residents in Dyrham have reported possible 
interferences with their oil tanks, which the Police consider may be criminal. So 
watch out. Measure your oil level regularly and keep the tank locked. Thieves 
are around - a rotovator was stolen from a house in the past week. 
Report any suspicions to the Police and let this website know, so residents 
can be kept informed. If WebEd is in his office, a message can be sent out in 
minutes providing a virtual Neighbourhood Watch.  
09.04.13 Dyrham: Thief definitely around Thieves took the lead off the roof of 
a house in Dyrham, and as is their MO apparently, returned the next night to 
transport it away. But the canny householder had spotted the modification to his 
roof and had the Police lying in wait while the helicopter tracked their 
movements. The gang was arrested and given 6 months. 
12.04.13  Residents to Have More Say SGC has announced a new plan to 
allow residents to have more influence on the way their streets are managed: 
link. This will come as a welcome move by D&H residents who have not been 
getting a reasonable deal recently, as judged by the state of Dyrham streets. 
How this sits with a reduced budget is a bit of a puzzle. 
28.04.13   Parish Chairman Resigns  Councillor Andrew Banwell announced 
his resignation as chairman of the Dyrham and Hinton Parish Council recently. 
This means there is a vacancy for both a chairperson and a councillor. 
Currently, the committee is composed entirely of Hinton residents as there have 
been no volunteers from Dyrham. So residents of Dyrham volunteer for the 
Council! You may save Dyrham from being turned into Hinton’s car park! 
Contact the PC secretary quickly before it’s too late, or live with the 
consequences. 
28 Apr 13 St Peter’s Services  Judging from the Parish News, only 
one service a month will be held at St Peter’s for the foreseeable future. The 
reason is obvious - falling numbers of residents attending services. Write into 
Parish Correspondence to discuss why you think that is. 
28 Apr 13 Dyrham Inaction Despite major efforts by a few Dyrham 
residents and this organ, nothing much has been done to stem the river running 
down Lower Street, Dyrham. The two major players, Street Care and the NT, 
have been relieved by the recent dry weather. Nothing has been done to divert 
the water running off Poplar Lane (NT) or to unblock the drain in Lower Street 
(Street Care) so far both of which are the original problem. As few residents 
complain, both bodies feel no pressure to do anything.  
28 Apr 13 Superfast Broad band Latest Great news for us techies. It 
looks like the Abson Exchange and the residents served by it are included in the 
area covered by Great Western Broadband Project ... Link to map. Information 
on broadband and the project ... Link 
28 Apr 13 Parish Plan Meeting There was a poor turnout for the Plan’s 
first public meeting about the proposed Parish Plan last Monday (22nd). Eight 
residents attended. Residents may regret they didn’t show more interest in their 



Parish Plan when Hinton is selected for the new Park & Ride location or 
Dyrham’s shale gas field gets tapped. So make sure you attend the next 
meeting. 
11 May 13 St Peter’s Services: Warden replies  St Peter’s warden 
Pete Highway writes: Just to confirm, there are two services each month at St 
Peters - usually Evensong on the second Sunday and Holy Communion on the 
4th Sunday but that can vary if there are special services. Check the 
noticeboard. There's a mistake in the Newsletter this month and a service was 
missed out. We link in with the other local churches, so whereas St Peter's is a 
more traditional service, Cafe Church or Connect at Doynton are contemporary 
and Wick has some family oriented services. 
17 May 13 Kidney Quiz  Sheila Smart writes: “The Quiz and auction in 
aid of Kidney Research on 27 April was both enjoyable and a great success. It 
raised £1000.00 which will shortly be handed over to Southmead Hospital to 
hopefully help many people including me in the future. Thank you to the Dyrham 
and Hinton residents who supported this event”. 
17 May 13 Village Market Jayne of PAWS-GIST writes: "Many thanks to 
Sascha, Kerry and everyone who organised and supported the Village Market in 
Dyrham and Hinton hall last Saturday. 
This market was the first of what is hoped will become a more regular event and 
provided an array of stalls selling local produce and wares. This market was 
dedicated to PAWS-GIST, a GIST Support UK initiative to raise funds for a clinic 
and research to find a cure for Paediatric & Wild-type GIST cancer. 
 The market ran from 3.00-5.00pm and raised £380 for PAWS-GIST - that's an 
awful lot of tea and cake sales and they were particularly delicious cakes...."     8 
8 June 13 Land supply  A new independent assessment carried out by 
housing market experts shows that South Gloucestershire’s Core Strategy could 
be approved without the need to find additional sites for housing development in 
the district.  
10 June 13 Burst Water Main in Dyrham Residents were deprived of a 
water supply for several hours today following a burst water main in Lower 
Street. Bristol Water were exemplary in their speed of response. They are still 
working on it as WebEd writes. The burst occurred on the path of the extra 
water running down Lower Street for well over a year now as a result of the 
blocked drain, and that may have been a factor. The surface of Lower Street is 
rapidly deteriorating - see the deep groove on the north side. Soon our road will 
be unfit for vehicles. The Parish Council has been unable to persuade Street 
Care to sort our problem out. Concerned residents should 
contact Street Care directly - 01454 868000 or StreetCare@southglos.gov.uk - 
to voice their disappointment at the delay, and Ben Stokes, our District 
councillor on01454 864051 or ben.stokes@southglos.gov.uk 
13 June 13 Dyrham Goes Dry No, we still enjoy a glass or two, but today 
Dyrham is celebrating a dry Lower Street at long last. After months - perhaps a 
year - of complaining to the Parish Council and Street Care about the Lower 
Street flood, workmen arrived yesterday and within a short time had unblocked 
the pipe running under and across Lower Street, which has solved the problem, 
so please disregard the advice below. This sudden activity may have been the 



result of a crescendo of complaints from residents or a complaint from Bristol 
Water about the flood undermining their pipe. Why such a simple remedy 
couldn't have been carried out months ago remains to be explained. 
14 June 13 New Parish Councillor Elect Following due process, Lance 
Card was proposed unopposed as Parish councillor-elect. His appointment will 
be confirmed at the next meeting. 
24 June 13 Air Cadets Invade Europe Cadets from the Bristol & 
Gloucester ATC Wing organised by Dyrham’s own (Sgt ATC) Ed Smart visited 
the Normandy Beaches and Pegasus Bridge to commemorate the 69th 
anniversary of the invasion and as part of the Silver DoE Award  
24 June 13 Good News for BB Users Today, Steve Webb, D&H’s MP 
announced that the Absom BT Exchange will be one of the first exchanges to be 
upgraded to facilitate high speed broadband. Hooray!!  
30 July 13 More Drainage for Dyrham Dyrhamites may have noticed 
that further works have been carried out on Dyrham drains. As well unblocking 
the drain in upper Lower Street, the drain grills there have been re-angled to 
catch more water and various ditches, especially on the waterfall road (un-
named) have been dug out. We are grateful to Street Care for doing this and 
hope we have no further troubles in the next wet season.  
30 July 13 Dyrham Park gets the Go-Ahead After an anxious waiting 
period, Dyrham Park staff are relieved that National Trust has approved their 
major project of renewing the roof and installing a modern boiler. The work will 
probably start in late 2014 nd take 2 - 3 years to complete. Check here for 
further news as the project may well affect at least upper Dyrhamites.  
13 Aug 13     Appeal for Ink Cartridges    Please save your used print 
cartridges for PAWS-GIST. Cartridgeright, a firm that sells ink cartridges, has 
offered them £1 for each one for the charity. Contact Jayne on 077143 46241 if 
you would like to donate any. 
13 Aug 13   Cock Lane Surprise     A parishioner found a bulky plastic bag in 
Cock Lane a few weeks ago. It appeared to a body but when Police arrived and 
investigated, it was found to  be a dismembered horse. 
13 Aug 13 Overgrown Verges  You might have noticed how overgrown 
the verges have become in our parish making it difficult to see what’s coming on 
the road. It is reported that South Glos has reduced expenditure on verge 
cutting. Those with strong feelings about this should contact the PC clerk or 
Street Care. 
13 Aug 13 Triangle Project Completed Workmen today finished 
installing wooden posts around the Triangle in Dyrham. Photo The Parish 
Council secured funds for the project from S. Glos Council via the New Homes 
Bonus Fund, which rewards towns and villages that build new houses. 
05 Sept 13 Parish Council backs Local Democracy Parishioners have 
received a letter from the Parish Council inviting them to participate more in the 
proceedings of the PC. At present, parishioners can see the agenda and 
approved minutes of meetings on parish notice boards and on this website. In 
future, draft minutes will be published on this website, and if parishioners send 
the PC their email address, they can get the agenda and draft minutes by email. 
If parishioners need to be consulted on an issue, the PC will be able to contact 



parishioners directly. WebEd says no one can now complain there weren’t 
consulted. 
13 Sept 13 New Refuse Collection Rules SGC have just announced 
changes in refuse collections. As of next year, they will collect mixed plastics, 
cartons and small electricals from your kerbside. A charge will be made for 
garden waste and “pay-as-you-go” garden refuse sacks will be available.  
14 Oct 13 Pat C to Move Bad news: Pat C, after many years as a 
stalwart leading member of our community had announced she is about to leave 
Hinton. She will be missed. Good news: she and John, also a great contributor, 
are only moving to Pucklechurch. (WebEd wonders if he should be moving 
EdWeb Corp offices to trendy Pucklechurch!) 
14 Oct 13 “Old Dairy” Farm Shop & Coffee Barn Developments Bad 
news: our much loved “Old Dairy” Farm Shop is to close at the end of 
November. Good news: Sarah & Jason will reopen at the Coach House in 
Westerleigh Road, Pucklechurch.  
19 Oct 13 Ballroom Dancing Closes More bad news: Ballroom 
dancing classes have been discontinued at the Village Hall as insufficient new 
members came forward. This will leave several residents less fit and the VH 
finances several hundred pounds worse off each year. 
23 Oct 13 New Talbot Turbine Bid In July 2013, the appeal against SGC’s 
refusal to grant permission for the construction of a Vesta v39 turbine (39m rotor 
and 55m overall height - 3m higher than Nelson’s Column) was upheld by 
HMG’s Planning Inspector, thus permitting the project. 
Now, a new application to install a Vesta v52 (52m rotor and 66m overall height) 
has been lodged. Comments to SGC, not PC, and air them here on the 
Correspondence page. The proposer, RP, has been invited to express his point 
of view on this website.  
26 Oct 13 Dyrham Dog Goes Missing    The new residents of Sands 
Farm have, temporarily, lost their golden Labrador. If anyone, particularly dog 
walkers in that area, sees one on its own with a collar but no tag, please return it 
to the owners. 
27 Oct 13 The Churchmans Move Just before Pat & John moved, the 
residents of D&H raised £315 which went towards a Brasserie Blanc voucher for 
them. As they were unable to attend the Harvest Supper, Peter M, Kerry S and 
Angela G went round to see them the next day. Peter M writes: “We made an ad 
hoc presentation in their kitchen. It was not the time for speeches so a 
brief message of appreciation for all their contributions to the village and the 
photograph were all that seemed appropriate. Pat and John have lived in the 
village for 40 years and during that time Pat joined the W.I. and became 
prominent in the Church and took responsibility for distributing the Parish 
magazine. John played cricket for Dyrham and Hinton Cricket Club, and kept 
Grove Lane tidy, which included mowing the grass. Both gave their time freely to 
help people whether they were established inhabitants or had newly moved into 
the village. I found them to be excellent neighbours and will miss their 
friendliness”.  
31 Oct 13 The Churchman’s Thanks.   Pat & John have sent the 
following message: “We would like to thank everyone for their kind and very 



generous parting gift on leaving the village. We are looking forward to some fine 
dining in the near future”. 
09 Nov 13 Old Dairy Vacancy   Phil Boulton would like it made known that 
following the departure of The Old Dairy & Farm Shop, there will be a vacancy 
for a business or any other venture in the same building. Contact here.  
09 Nov 13 Village Hall Update The Village Hall committee has express 
their gratitude to Lindsay Webb who has kindly donated and installed free of 
charge a ceiling-mounted video projector on the stage in the Village Hall. See 
his web site here. Some work needs to be done to the wall before we can see 
DVDs or AV output from a laptop.  
22 Nov 13 Councillors Approve Street Scene Localism Plans Read about 
SGC’s plans to give parishes more control over the “street scene” … Link 
Change in D&H: PC will contract grass cutting. 
22 Nov 13 Report of Second Village Market  Our Village Market reporter 
writes: The second village market was a great success with £421 raised for the 
Multiple Sclerosis centre in Bradley Stoke.  
Dorothy Miller, who is regularly treated at the centre would like to thank 
everyone who helped organise this, especially her husband Peter, Kerry, Maria, 
Sascha and Sue. Also all those who helped with the teas and donated items to 
be sold. 
22 Nov 13 Inspector Approves SGC Core Strategy  The independent 
Government inspector has approved SGC’s Core Strategy with soke 
modifications. It will be considered for adoption at the SGC next full council 
meeting … Link 
22 Nov 13 A Community Site for the Parish?  Get £500 to £5,000 to create 
a community site! “Grow Wild” is offering between £500 and £5,000 to create a 
community site in your local area. 
They are looking for local groups and organisations across the UK to come 
forward with exciting and inspirational ideas to give neglected and uncared-for 
sites and spaces a new lease of life. They’re particularly interested in hearing 
great ideas from groups of young people. Link 
30 Nov 13 Old Dairy Moves  Sarah & Jason have now left the Old Dairy and 
have moved to what was the Coach House in Pucklechurch at 23 Westerleigh 
Road. Their business’s new name is “The Old Dairy @ The Coach House”. Tel 
0117 9374166. Closed Mondays; Tues - Sat 9 am - 5 pm; Sun 10 am - 4 pm 
30 Nov 13 Hinton Speed Checker  A speed monitoring device has been 
installed by SGC in Hinton in response to excessive speeding through Hinton 
Village and on Hinton Hill. Data of speeds will be recorded and analysed later by 
the Police. If villagers’ impressions are proved, the Police will then take further 
measures. (Not functioning as of 16 Dec)  Photo 
05 Dec 13 Quackers Take Over  Phil Boulton is pleased to announce that 
following an advertisement on this website, he has found a worthy successor to 
Sarah & Jason at the Old Dairy. The business will be known as “Quackers”. 
WebEd hesitates to explain why. Sue Jones and Mary Jane Chalmers and her 
son Morgan, welcome you to their new venture. They hope to develop the farm 
shop  



05 Dec 13 Village Hall News  The floor in the main part of the hall has be re-
varnished and now looks much smarter. Also the weeds around the hall have 
been dealt (hopefully) a fatal blow.  
12 Dec 13 Turbine Inspector Slammed  The Sunday Times published last 
Sunday an article highly critical of the inspector Paul Griffiths (they called him 
“Inspector Blight”), who over-ruled SGC and local opinion to approve the wind 
turbine in our ANOB on Talbot Farm … Link  Our case was specifically 
mentioned. Perhaps the recent reduction of state aid to onshore wind farms 
might alter the situation.In WebEd’s usual spirit of impartiality, the owner of 
Talbot Farm was invited to state his case on this website, but two months later, 
no reply has been received. 
18 Dec 13 Superfast Broadband Gets Nearer  Within the past week SFBB 
has reached Yate. Cabinets have arrived in Wick and Pucklechurch and the 
service will go live in Spring. WebEd has been unable to find out whether it will 
reach this parish. Probably not. Today’s download speed at EdWeb Towers was 
2.8Mb/s and upload 0.3 Mb/s. We should be grateful for small mercies! 
28 Dec 13 Village Hall Carols D&H WI organised a second successful 
Christmas Carol gathering at D&H Village Hall. About 50 parishioners were 
present with their children. After carols outside around the tree, kindly donated 
by the National Trust, the singers enjoyed punch and mince pies inside. The 
Parish Council kindly contributed to the refreshments. Photos  Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


