
BLATHWAYT, HENRY WYNTER 
 
Major, acting Lt Colonel, “A” Battery, 74

th Brigade, Royal Horse & Royal Field Artillery. 
 
He was born in India in 1877, the son of Charles George Wynter and Alice Mary 
Blathwayt. He was the husband of Elizabeth Helen Blathwayt. They lived at 
Drewsborough, Denvilles, Havant, Hants. He had worked in India for the Indian Civil 
Service before the start of WW1. 
 
He died on 30th November 1917, age 40, from wounds following action. 
 
He was never a resident of Dyrham but may have visited his relatives there. Henry was a 
distant relative of the Rector of Dyrham, Wynter Blathwayt, and of Robert Wynter 
Blathwayt, the squire of Dyrham Park at the time of WW1. Henry’s brother, the Rev 

Francis Linley Blathwayt, was later rector of St Peter’s, Dyrham.   
 
Henry is buried in Orival Wood Cemetery, Flesquieres (Grave Reference II. A. 26): 
 
        

 
 
Flesquieres is a village approximately 5 kilometres south-west of Cambrai. 
 
 



There is a wall plaque and cross to his memory in St Peter’s, Dyrham: 
 

                           
             This plaque commemorates the three Blathwayt brothers, sons  

 of Charles George Blathwayt. 
 
 

 

                         
                        The cross gives date of death as 30.11.1918.  In the battle, men were  
                        buried in 3 or 4 cemeteries and after the were transferred to Orival  
                       Wood Cemetery. Perhaps this was the cross in Henry’s initial grave. 
 
He is also remembered in the Roll of Honour of Havant Memorial Cross at St Faith’s 

Church, Havant and at the Warblington War Memorial at St Thomas A’Beckett’s Church, 

near Havant. 
 



                  
 
 

                                  

 Cap badge of the Royal Artillery 
 
The 74th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, was part of the Guards Division and in 
November 1917 it was involved in the Battle of Cambrai. 
 
The British started the battle on 20th November 1917.  The plan was to advance towards 
Cambrai, breech the Hindenburg Line and seize the nearby Bourlon Ridge from which 
they could dominate the surrounding area.  The battle was notable for two new 
developments: the use of massed tanks by the British and new artillery techniques that 
avoided preliminary ranging, thus not forewarning the enemy.  The tanks were not 
successful; the infantry and artillery played the main part in the battle which lasted until 
7th December. 
 
The British breeched the Hindenburg Line.  On 23rd November, the Guards Division was 
sent to hold Fontaine Notre Dame, a hamlet by Bourlon Wood, where the fighting was 
most intense and later to advance on Bourlon village.  But by 27th November, the 
Germans had halted the British advance.  The Ridge was held for a few days only.  The 
Germans, having been reinforced, counter-attacked devastatingly on 30th November, the 
day of Henry’s death.  Almost immediately, the III Corps, of which the Guards Division 
was a part, was heavily engaged.  Despite seven days of continuous fighting, the Guards 
Division counter-attacked at Gouzeaucourt, set up artillery positions and held the line for 
a while.  The British were almost routed and lost most of their gains.  
 
 


