
Guide to St Peter’s Church in Dyrham 
 
The church consists of different styles. It has a nave (body of the church); a 
chancel (altar area); a north aisle (to the left as you face the altar); and a south 
aisle. Both aisles open into the chancel through arches. At the west end of the 
church are the tower and porch. 
Church architecture: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_architecture 
 
The Nave 
The arcade of three arches between the north aisle and the nave is the oldest 
part of the body of the church and dates from about 1280.  
The clustered pillar between the second and third arches is a good example. In 
about 1470, the pillar between the first and second arches was altered to allow a 
rood screen (no longer present) to be carried across the entrance to the chancel 
with a wall to support it where the present Jacobean pulpit stands.  
There is no chancel arch. 
The font is apparently late Norman (about 800 years old). The bowl is cushion-
shaped and stands on a high shaft.  The cover is dedicated to the Rev Francis 
Blathwayt, rector of St Peter’s, who died in 1953. 
 
The Chancel 
The triptych at the back of the altar depicts (left to right) the Nativity by Night 
with Shepherds, the Adoration of the Wise Men and the Flight into Egypt. It is a 
copy of the Flemish work, c1530, attributed to Jan van Doornik (active 1474 – 
1511), which is held in Dyrham Park House.  
In the Adoration of the Magi, the Virgin, under a cloth of state, as the Queen of 
Heaven, sits on the left with the Christ Child in her lap, who extends his right arm 
to bless the kneeling Caspar in the centre. Behind him stands Balthasar, with a 
soldier in armour behind him, and, further back, Melchior, who raises his hat in 
the air. Further back still, on the right, a rather rustic Joseph touches his cap as a 
mark of respect. The foreground architecture is more like that of a Renaissance 
palace than a stable; through a wide doorway at the back of a half-ruined castle, 
houses, and a mountain, are seen.  
In the semi-nocturnal Nativity, two kneeling angels join the Virgin and St Joseph 
in adoring the Christ Child, and a third does so in the air above. Underneath him 
on the right are two diminutive shepherds, whilst the head of an ox, and just the 
ears of an ass, can be seen on the left-hand side of a pillar supporting a pair of 
arches. 
In the Flight into Egypt a be-hatted St Joseph stands on the far side of the Virgin 
and Child advancing to the right on the ass. In the middle ground, a brazen statue 
on a tapering column resting on a sphere, has lost its upper half. 
 
Note the edge of the shelf on which the triptych stands: the first message sent by 
Morse in his code: "See what God hath wrought" is carved on it. 
The east window dates from Edward IV (1461 – 1483) and contains four 
beautiful pieces of glass, representing (lt to rt) St John the Baptist, the Blessed 
Virgin, St John the Evangelist and St Anne. The head of St John the Evangelist has 
been restored. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_architecture


 
The North Aisle 
The north aisle and its east window seem to have been carried further east when 
alterations were made in the 15th century.  
At the top of the west window in this aisle is a piece of grisaille glass 
(monochrome painting on glass) showing the White Rose of York. 
 
The South Aisle 
In the south wall of the church is a small, low window.  It may have been a 
confessional window or used by lepers, but its use is uncertain. 
In the south aisle floor are several encaustic tiles (hot wax painted), some with 
fine designs. Some were placed irregularly at the last restoration in 1878, and 
others have been re-laid.  Many of them are very likely to been removed from 
Hayles Abbey in Gloucestershire during the Dissolutions or at least made there.  
There was a Chantry chapel in this aisle but only a piscina (washing basin) 
remains. The Guild of St Denys, founded in 1520 by Sir Morys Russel, used this 
chapel.  
Also in this aisle are reproductions of fine brasses of Sir Morys Russel and his 
wife Isabel. The Russels held the Manor of Dyrham for about 200 years (c1216 – 
1416). There is a fine freestone monument, with canopy and recumbent figures 
dedicated to George Wynter, who died in 1581, and his wife Anna.  
Next to it is a large mural tablet to John and Frances Wynter dedicated by Mary, 
their daughter, and William Blathwayt, their son-in-law.  There are several 
interesting hatchments (funeral memorials – see: 
http://www.internationalheraldry.com/hatchments.htm) - above this aisle, the 
earliest being that of William Blathwayt I, d. 1717. 
 
1  William Blathwayt 1st, c1649 - 1717. Wynter shield over imposed 
2  William Blathwayt 2nd, 1688 – 1742 
3  Thomasina Blathwayt, d 1774, wife of Wm Blathwayt 2nd 
4  Penelope Blathwayt, d 1755, first wife of Wm Blathwayt 3rd 
5  Elizabeth Blathwayt, d1764, second wife of Wm Blathwayt 3rd 
6  William Blathwayt 3rd, 1720 - 1787 
7  William Blathwayt 4th, 1751 - 1806 
8  William Blathwayt 5th, 1758 - 1839 
9  George William Blathwayt 6th, 1797 - 1871 
 
The Tower 
The tower is early 15th century, and a good example. It has a high arch into the 
nave, an original west window over a doorway with a flatter arched door to the 
south opening into the porch, which appears to have been moved from its 
original position. It was probably built at the same time as the tower and has fine 
quatrefoil parapets on two sides. On the north of the tower is a narrow spiral 
staircase with 33 steps (not accessible by the public) leading to the ringing loft 
and from there to the belfry and to the roof by ladders. The upper storey has two 
windows filled with pierced stone. 
 
The Bells  

http://www.internationalheraldry.com/hatchments.htm


There are six bells – on one of them, the 5th bell, the stops between the words of 
the motto are the heads of King Edward I and Queen Eleanor, giving its date as 
probably of that reign (1272 – 1307) or slightly later.   
 
Bell Weight Nominal Note Diameter Dated  

Bell Weight Nominal Note Diameter Date Founder 
 (cwt)   (ins) (year)  
1 Treble    5 1244.0 D sharp 28.74 1911 Llewellins & James 
2    5.5 1101.5 C sharp 31.00 1650 William Perdue III & Richard Perdue 

II 
3    6.5   995.5 B 31.89 1911 Llewellins & James* 
4    7.5   945.0 A sharp 33.86 1911 Llewellins & James * 
5    9.0   834.0 G sharp 36.10 c1400 Worcester Foundry  
6 Tenor 13 cwt   742.5 F sharp 42.13 1669 William Perdue III 

* May have been purchased from Holy Trinity, Cold Ashton in 1800. Cast by 
William Perdue I 
The bells are hung with elm headstocks on plain bearings in a cast iron and steel 
frame installed by Llewellins & James in 1911 and swing east -west. 
 
The Clock 
There is an Ellacombe Chiming Apparatus in the ground floor of the tower. High 
on the wall of the Ringing Room is a 17th Century weight-driven birdcage clock 
that strikes the hours on the tenor. It was originally hand-wound and the weights 
dropped from the Ringing Room ceiling to the ground floor of the tower, the 
wires taking an unusual route via the Ringing Room floor before passing over the 
pulleys on the ceiling. However, in June 2008 the movement was overhauled and 
converted to epicyclic autowinding by Smith of Derby, leaving the original 
weights grounded but with wires attached to the ground floor ceiling in an 
attempt to give the appearance of still being connected to the movement 
upstairs. The clock's dial is on the south wall of the tower, overlooking the 
gardens of Dyrham Park. 
(source: http://bells.lyndenlea.info/towerinfo.php?br=rural&twr=dyrham) 
 
The Registers 
The parish registers date from 1568. 
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